
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL FOARD
SAN FRANCISCO FlAY REGION

or.mER NO. 86-1

WASTE DISQlARGE REQUIREMENIS
(S1'1"1:: ClEANUP REQUIREMENIS) FOR:

HEHLL'IT PACKARD
DEER CREEK ROAD
PAID ALTO
SANI'A ClARA OOUNTY

STANFORD UNIVERSITY
PAID ALTO
SANI'A ClARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region, (hereinafter called the Board), finds that:

1. Hewlett Packard, hereinafter called a discharger, by application
submitted January 14, 1986 has applied for issuance of Waste
Discharge Requirements for their site at 3500 Deer Creek Road in
Palo Alto. The land is owned by Stanford University, also considered
a discharger.

2. The site occupied by Hewlett Packard consists of Building 25, a
research and development lab, Building 26, which is currently under
construction, and a small chemical storage building constructed south
of Building 25 as shown on Attachment 1, site Plan, hereinafter a
part of this Order. Building 25 was constructed in 1970 by Fairchild
camera and Instrument Company. Hewlett Packard took possession of
the site in 1974.

3. The site is located in the foothills of the Santa Cruz Mountains west
of Deer Creek Road Between Page Mill and Arastradero Roads. The land
has been leased by Hewlett-Packard since 1972.

4. In 1975 Hewlett-Packard installed a 2000 gallon capacity tank to store
waste organic solvents generated by facility processes. The organic
solvents included trichloroethylene (TCE), xylene, isopropanol, methanol,
and acetone. In october 1980 Hewlett-Packard discovered that this tank
had developed a leak. In February 1981, a preliminary investigation,
consisting of four shallow borings drilled within a 20-foot radius of
the tank, showed that pollutants had migrated into the soil.
Subsequent investigation found TCE in the groundwater at concentrations
as high as 310,000 ppb and trans-l,2-dichlorethene at concentrations
as high as 120,000 ppb. In April, 1981 the damaged tank and ap­
proximately 40 to 50 cubic yards of polluted soil were removed.

5. The buildings are situated on a hillside that slopes down steeply at
the edge of a parking lot to the creek terrace area west of the
buildings. The tank was removed from the eastern edge of the parking
lot in a region found to be underlain by the continental Santa Clara
Formation. A thin clay layer encountered in this area at about 34
feet below the surface is believed to prevent pollutant migration to
deeper aquifers.
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